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EDITORIAL by MONSIEUR EDOUARD MOROT-SIR 
Cultural Counselor 


Representative in the United States of French Universities 


The main articles in this issue are devoted to the study 


of letsure time for the French schoolchild and university stu- 








dent, both in the schools and outside them,under the guidance of 
the Ministry of National Education and other high administration 
offices: the administrative direction of Youth and Sports 1s 
now connected with the Ministry of Education. Even without con- 
sidering the private organizations, France today has a very com- 
plex systemof leisure-time administration which 1s aware of its 
duties and its mission as well as of 1ts social, historic and 


human significance. 


The leisure-time problem is a permanent one. No human 
soctety 1s without it. And the problem has two aspects, that 
of the adult and that of the child. Our epoch, however, has a 
new comcept of leisure. To put it simply, twenty years ago the 
word "vacance" was used in France instead of "loisir"”. A date 


to be noted is 1936, when for the first time the French govern- 





Group on way to a Puppet making in a 
Youth Hostel "vacation colony" 





























ment created a Ministry of Leisure, which did not come to pass 
without causing a certain amount of tronic comment and uneasi- 
ness on the part of some people. Jt was said that there was a 
supposedly insurmountable contradiction between letsure time it- 
self and the idea of government direction and administration. 
This posed a serious question which has, however, since been 


satisfactorily solved. 


In fact, the current French policy toward leisure time 
rests on the principle of internal autonomy for leisure-time 


institutions, and.is guided by an ideal: youth itself must take 





the responsibility for its leisure. The government makes a cer- 





tain institution possible, the legal arrangements are made, then 
the responsibility of the group's life (a camp, for example) 
must be as much as possible that of the young people themselves. 


But to completely understand the present significance of 
leisure in France, itis necessary to reflect on the philosophic 
background of the idea of leisure. The dialectic and existenti- 
al relation between leisure and work has a very long history. 
One of the most important documents of our Western culture is 
without doubt Book X of the Nicomachean Ethics, where Aristotle 
analyzes the meaning of pleasure and pain, the value of happi- 
ness, and the relationship between various kinds of activities. 


Thus twodistinct meanings of leisure emerge, one being the oppo- 


site of act, and the other rising*beyond the distinction 
between work and rest, between effort and relaxation. Thus for 
Aristotle there were two forms of existence and action, and also 
two forms of human life. They meet in the Aristotelian concept 
of the ideal "lycée" which Rabelais later described as the 
"Abbaye de Théléme", where the man who lives for the search for 
truth knows a form of activity without effort or fatigue. He 
Lives in a state where leisure and work are simultaneous. This 
ts happiness itself. 


This Greek ideal still exists in the background of our 
historic memory. It explains the strong prejudice in favor of 
the scholarly life and even the ideal of the "white collar” 
worker. Undoubtedly it is true that today this prejudice is 


tending to disappear. But it still survives in a different and 





interesting form -— this growing beltef in an indissoluble union 





of culture and leisure. 





From this sttuation come all the main problems of a lei- 
sure-time policy: successful use of leisure time necessitates 
education, that its to say preparation and initiation; and at 
the same time this education supposes that the young people's 
spare time be organized. This is the conversion of "vacance" 


tnto "lotsir". 


The general spirit of the French government regarding 
letsure has been already mentioned: the many varied institutions, 
their autonomy and, if possible, the young people's sel f-govern- 
ment. It must still be added that in spite of the liberal and 
social philosophies of the 19th century, which placed work at 
the summit of human values, the French continue to believe in 
the distinction between leisure and work. Jf France has always 
been the country where work is well done and a source of per- 
sonal satisfaction, they still have not ceased to dream with 
Aristotle of a form of existence where activity, leisure and 
culture blend together into a moral, esthetic and intellectual 


unity in life. 


Also the French family continues to have its voice in the 
matter: 1t has certainly renounced some of 1ts traditional rights 
and has allowed the young people to take the responsibility for 
their own youth. But the idea that leisure is above all a family 
affair 1s very strong in France. One only needs to observe a 
big Paris railroad station as people are leaving on vacation: 
there are more and more groups of young people, but there are 
still more family squads, excited and picturesque. This is the 
period in which parents say that they will be closer to their 
children and that they will be able to really live with them, 
talk to them, andcontinue to educate them (in every Frenchman's 


soul a teacher is hiding). 


The evolution of such a philosophy and policy of leisure 


time is difficult to predict. Jt is obvious, however, that its 


importance is growing, andthat the government will have to make 


more and more decisions in its organization and finances. 








One can only hope that in the future certain of the cur- 
rent ideas alive in France will not be forgotten: there is no 
real leisure without culture and personal liberty, without, also, 


an act of faith in the spiritual resources of yout 


joo 








Group going away on vacations - a Paris Railway Station 


NEWS SUMMARY 





The government and the educators of France have joined forces 


to help young people utilize their leisure time profitably. 
See page 9. 


The "colontes de vacance” in France are a real achievement in 
contemporary education. They attract more than 75% of the 
children from the cities. The government, private associa- 
tions of various religious and political affiliations, econo- 
mic groups,and thousands of educators of all ages unite every 


year to work for the benefit of French children. See page 21. 


The government exercises control over publications for young 
people. Parents and educators unite in this struggle against 
the anti-educational influence of certain publications, 
See page 26. 


"Propos sur la Langue Francaise" brings you the advice of an 
expert on the use of the liaison in French pronunciation. 
See page 29. 


The psycho-pedagogical training of physical education instruc- 
tors is discussed in Correspondence,.e are always happy to re- 
ceive the questions, remarks and suggestions of our readers, 
and to consider their criticisms. Write to us} See page 40. 





Books and News reflect the careful attention the French give 
to preparing educational vacations. See pages 32 and 43. 


Pages v to x of French Doctoral Theses, at the end of this 


issue, can be added to pages i to iv, which appeared in the 
last Education in France. 











Paris - "Club du jeudi pour les enfants": the carpentry lesson 





EDUCATIONAL USES OF LEISURE TIME IN FRANCE 


~ How Much Leisure does the French Child have? 





- Children in the primary schools go to school every day until 
four or five p.m. They are free on Thursdays and Sundays. 

- High school students are free Thursday afternoons and usu- 
ally Saturday afternoons. But studying for their examinations, 
especially on the Baccalaureat level, takes long hours of home- 
work, 

- For all students there are vacations of ten weeks in the summer, 
two weeks at Easter, and ten days at Christmas. Aliso, they 
are off four days in February, Pentecost Monday, and three 
national holidays. In all, 193 days of school and i72 holidays. 

- University students have classes every week day and often 
vacations are used to prepare for examinations or research 
work. 

- Young working people have 44 to 48 hour work weeks and three 
weeks paid vacation annually. 


- What is the Attitude of Educators toward Leisure? 





To parents and teachers, leisure is a time for rest, for "re- 
cuper.ciion", which permits the student to remain in good health and 
wor< more efficiently. Often, however, more importance is attach- 
ed to scholastic success and passing examinations than to social, 
sports and manual activities. Leisure time diversion is looked upon 
with suspicion, and youth movements are suspected of diverting the 
interest and energy of children and adolescents to the detriment of 
their school work. 


- The attitude toward vacations is very different. All the edu- 
cators are on guard against idleness and boredom and strive to give 
children and adolescents on vacation the opportunity to leave their 
usual way of life and undertake healthful, enriching activities which 
they will enjoy. 

- Briefly, it is thought that leisure, to be profitable, must in- 
clude three functions: 

Recuperation 

Diversion (pleasant activity which changes the routine) 

Personality development (physical and intellectual enrich- 
ment, freedom and responsibility). 








l. Extracurricular Activities 





a) The Problem of Thursdays 





Although the children are free, most of the parents are work- 
ing. Children up to the age of twelve need the presence of an adult, 
even to enjoy free time. This is why there are many organizations 
to take care of children on Thursdays; religious instruction is given, 
church and non-affiliated groups provide games, and various clubs 
are active, besides such youth movements as scouting. 

‘ The following is an example of a municipal organization, 
"The Happy Thursday School" at Lyon: (1) 


In 1948, "Thursday Educational Meetings" were organized for 
all boys in public primary schools. A primary school inspec- 
tor, M. André Maillet, was in charge of organizing and di- 
recting them. A very strict municipal regulation was estab- 
lished. 

Today a third of all boys in public schools are enrolled in the 
Thursday meetings. There are 2,500 enrolled in the morning 
sessions with 105 teachers, and 7,500 in the afternoons, with 
260 teachers. Personnel is paid by the city. 


The morning sessions include: 

arts and crafts 

intellectual and cultural activities (printing, dramatic 
games, singing, listening to records, etc.) 

sports and supervised games 

visits to museums and factories 


The children are grouped into "workshops", according to their 
interests and aptitudes. 


The afternoon sessions include: 
Winter - movie programs. Twenty-six well-equipped au- 
ditoriums offer 700 programs. 


May 1 - July 14. Auto excursions. In 1959, 5,000 children 
took trips around the city in 65 buses. 





The city pays 2/3 of the expenses of materials and organization. 
The rest is financed by gifts, subsidies, the sale of objects 


made in the student workshops,and a very small fee paid by the 
students. 


b) University Clubs 





All the universities have their folklore or dramatic groups, their 
chorus and their sports teams. The "associations amicales" organize 


(1) IN “L*EDUCATION NATIONALE’ No. 2, 1960, P. 12. 
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parties, visits to museums, and conferences by important visitors. 
These groups differ from American ones in that they are less 
strictly organized and their activities seem less like professional 
performances. The French student, on the whole, has less time 
for extracurricular activities. An exceptionally successful example 
of the student-organized festival is the "Big University Week" held 
in Paris every year. 


This program took place this year from Feb. 13 to March l, 
Organized by the cultural services of the Parisian committee 
of Student Welfare, it consisted of: 


- Ten theatrical presentations of classical and modern plays 
by student dramatic groups: 


The Paris College Troupe 

The Classical Theater Group of the Sorbonne 
The Fantasy Theater Group 

Modern Theater Group of the Sorbonne 
Spanish Theater Group of the Sorbonne 

The Louis-le-Grand or Zellidja Group 
Theater of the Cité Universitaire 


- Three gala movie nights 

- Musical performances by two professional orchestras and 
the chorus of the University of Paris, presenting great 
classical and modern works, 

- The "Introduction to the Dance" club of the ''Maison du 
Droit"' had an evening devoted to "Ballet, absolute theater", 
featuring famous Parisian artists. 


2. Educational Services offered by the Government 





a) Museums 





The General Director of French Museums (1) is in charge of 
the educational services of the museums. They work with the schools 
to establish temporary or circulating exhibits, and guided tours for 
schoolchildren conducted by specialists. Certain museums give 
public courses or conferences: in Paris "Education through works of 
art" offers conferences every Thursday and Sunday in various mu- 
seums. There is no charge. The scientific museums have similar 
programs. 


it 7 . 
(1) DL RECTION GENERALE DES MUSEES DE FRANCE (MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 


my 








Enthusiastic French 





children on their way to the mountains for a month 
of snow school 
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b) Touring 


"The National Tourist Office'' attempts to provide a source 
of cultural enrichment available to all. The French National Rail- 
road Society furnishes reduced rates for annual paid vacations, 
groups of children and young people, and large families. ''The 
Office of University and School Touring", founded in 1929 by the 
National Union of French Students, is sponsored by the Ministries 
of Education and Foreign Affairs, and by the National Tourist Of- 
fice. It organizes French Student Travel both in France and 
abroad. It also helps foreign students in France. Programs in- 
clude study tours, sight-seeing tours, and stays in international 
holiday centers (including one French center on the Riviera, 

St. Aygulf...). 


c) Snow schools and "Bourse de Neige" 





Any student may ask the government for a "bourse de neige"’: 
this is a sum of money which allows the student to go skiing during 
the Christmas vacation with an organized group. Preference is 
given to children of poorer families, having good scholastic re- 
cords, whose health would benefit from a stay in the mountains. 


The snow school began in 1955. The children, accompanied 
by their teachers and physical instructors, spend a month in 
the mountains. They have class in the morning, and in the 
afternoon ski lessons and outdoor activities. Supervision of 
their studies, their health and their safety is very strict. 
The financial participation of the families is about equivalent 
to the amount of the family allowance. (1) 


In 1959-60, the funds accorded by the "High Commissioner of 
Youth and Sports" for the snow schools were raised to 
78,000 dollars (39,000,000 francs), permitting 11,000 chil- 
dren from the big cities to go to the mountains. 

- The first trip, January 15: 115 classes, 4,000 students. 

- The second trip, February 24: 320 classes, 7,000 students. 
The results of this program have so far been excellent. All 
the children seem to return physically and spiritually refresh- 
ed from their stay in the mountains. 


d) Radio and Television 





The government encourages educational programs and sponsors 
them on the national networks. One example is the program "Theater 
and University", a radio program which presents two classical plays 
each month. 


(1) FRENCH WAGE EARNERS RECEIVE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AN ALLOWANCE (‘ALLOCATION Fam 


FOR EACH CHILD. 
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French television has been reproached for showing too many 
serious professor's faces, but, as it is recognized, the educational 
programs are enriching cultural and human experiences for the 
spectator. 

There are "TV clubs", especially in the country where pro- 
grams of common interest are discussed. 


THE HIGH COMMISSIONER OF YOUTH AND SPORTS 
is responsible for physical education and educational use of 
leisure in France. The High Commissioner is M. Maurice 
Herzog (See "Education in France", no. 6). His service in- 
cludes: 

- The Research and Information Service 
The Medical Control and Physical Re-education Service 
The Bureau of Youth Organizations and International Re- 
lations 
- The Bureau of Public Culture 


The Youth and Sports Inspectors are in charge of all physical 

education instructors, sports organizations, school medical serv- 
' ices, and vacation colonies. (1) 

National institutions directed by the High Commissioner: 


National Institute of Sports 
The National School of Sports and Mountaineering 


The National Institute of Popular Education 
Fifteen Regional Youth and Sports Centers 


One task of the High Commissioner is "to complete the work be- 
gun in the family, in the schools and by the social milieu, by 
offering the child, the adolescent and the adult the means of em- 
ploying leisure time for education and culture. "' 


The methods used are: 


- Support of Youth Groups 

- Subsidies for non-political and non-religious institutions 
giving this kind of education 

~- Training of Counselors (in 1955, 161,433 days of training 
were given; 203 training periods were dedicated to special- 
ized fields of recreational education, the dramatic arts, 
music appreciation, the cinema, radio, television, libraries, 
arts, etc.). 

- Support and distribution of the non-commercial cinema, a pro- 
gram attempting to present the best films of all genres to 
movie clubs and rural groups. These films are chosen for 


( ) IN FRANCE THERE ARE CAMPS LIKE THOSE IN AMERICA, AND ALSO ‘COLONIES DE VACANCES", 
WHERE CHILDREN STAY IN HOUSES INSTEAD OF TENTS OR CABINS. 
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their artistic quality, technique,and the problems they 
treat. A discussion follows the movie which teaches the 
public to judge a film objectively rather than passively 
submit to the "magic of audio-visual fiction". There are 
nine non-commercial cinema associations, composec of 
several hundred clubs and claiming 300, 000 spectasre. 
The High Commissioner has films for children available 
for distribution. 


3. The Main Youth Organizations 





a) A youth institution is a specialized organization for young people, 
offering them certain facilities or cultural activities. They are foi 
the most part non-political and non-religious, which permits their 
systematic development by the government. 


Among these organizations are: 
- Sports federations 
- Open air associations 
Educational associations (Youth clubs, art and music clubs, 
etc. ) 
Student groups 
Groups for international exchange and fellowship 


An example: the YOUNG MUSIC-LOVERS OF FRANCE (JMF) 
Founded in 1940,this national association is subsidized by the 

Directory of Liberal Arts and the municipalities. The Board 

of Directors is composed of famous musicians. Their aim is 
to make music known and loved by all the French people. 





The JMF gives concerts accompanied by commentaries, which 
are addressed to initiated music lovers as well as to those who 
are just beginning to appreciate music. It is not necessary to 
know how to play a musical instrument to belong. Each year 
more than 1,300 concerts are given in 200 French cities. The 
JMF offers their 200,000 members reduced tickets to French 
recitals, concerts and theaters. 


The annual dues equal the price of two movie tickets. Sub- 
scribers receive the French Musical Journal, which has excel- 
lent studies on current musical events and the history of music. 


b) A Youth Movement is a voluntary participation association demand- 
ing a certain solidarity on the part of its members. They participate 
directly or indirectly in the policy of the movement and the establish- 
ment of its program. A movement tends toward a complete conception 


~) = 








of education and does not limit its program to particular activities. 
The principal movements are: 


- Scouting (Catholic, Jewish, Protestant and non-affiliated). 
- Twenty-two Catholic Youth Movements. 
- Five political youth movements. 


in all there are almost 200 such movements recognized in France. 
10% of all French children belong to a movement. These groups, 
approved by adults, but with only young people as members, run 
into two main difficulties: when parents influence the movement 
too much, the child sees in this a continuation of the family or the 
school, which fails to satisfy his needs for freedom. On the other 


hand, a group not willing to accept adult restraint is opposed by 
the educators. 


With the progress of active education and the work of the govern- 
ment, children can now find at school or vacation colonies the 
physical and mental hygiene, the security of the group, and the 
means of cultural expression which has been up until now the ex- 
clusive domain of the youth movements. Also the latter are now 
oriented toward an ideal of social responsibility : helping in the 
struggle against misery, ignorance, and the dangers which exist 
for the unprotected child. They establish projects to aid all chil- 
dren, whether sick, handicapped or in a situation of moral danger. 
Their teams do repair work in slum areas, construct temporary 
shelters, and organize help in disaster areas of France and else- 
where. Other groups are presently engaged in "socializing" bands 
of children and adolescents who have revolted against society. 

(See ''Education in France, No. 8, page 55.). The movements are 
also dedicated to the achievement of international friendship. 





Fifty-eight disabled Scouts fly to the "Jamboree" in Canada 
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The International "Rencontres" at Avignon 





The THEATRE NATIONAL POPULAIRE (the saga directed by 


Jean Vilar), will present its fourteenth Festival of Dramatic Art 
this year at Avignon. This event, one of the most silaeeianl _ in 
the contemporary theater, attracts crowds of visitors each year, 


The "Rencontres", held annually since 1954, were organized tc 
help young people interested in the theater to attend the festivai. 
They take place each year at the same time. This year the dates 
of the two session are: 

Saturday, July 16 to Saturday, July 23. 

Tuesday, July 26 to Tuesday, 


August ¢<. 


About a thousand young people from more than thirty countries are 
agg at the two sessions; the proportion of French youth is fixed 
a fifth of the total. Each group is counseled by three monitors 
pod the CEMEA (see below). They are lodged in the schools and 

receive their meals there. Their activities include: 


THEATER: Three evening performances oi the TNP, given in the 
Court of Honor of the Pope's Palace. 

Conferences and discussions on the theater, interviews with 
Jean Vilar, his actors and technical staff. 





- EXPLORING THE COUNTRYSIDE: In small groups the young pec- 
ple mix in with the life in the Avignon region, often being brought 
into the homes of local families. 





- FRIENDSHIP: This international community, motivated by a mutu- 
al love of theater and enthusiasm for discovery, is a source of con- 
fidence and often of lasting friendship between the youth of countries 
as different as Poland and the United States. 





To answer the many demands of young people who want to return to the 
Festival or stay longer in Avignon, a Youth Center has been ir ope! 
tion since 1959. The CEMEA instructors guide the young people in 
their choice of activities; there is no definite program, the sugges- 
tions and possibilities are adapted to each particular case. 


The Center can now accommodate 3,000 students. In addition, 
after this year the Center will offer courses in French pronunci- 
ation, with qualified teachers using audio-visual equiprnent. 


The "Rencontres" and the Youth Center are organized by: 
- The Center of International Artists Exchanges 
(3, avenue St. Honoré d'Eylau, Paris) 
- The Active Methods ‘raining Center 


(rue Anatole de la Forge, Paris 17) (CEMEA) 


- dnt fb 





Folk dancers in Brittany 
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"MAISONS DES JEUNES ET DE LA CULTURE" (MJC) 


These institutions which are open to everyone, especially 
young people between 16 and 30, each have their own characteris- 
tics, corresponding to the milieu they serve. Their first objec- 
tive is to aid young people to escape from a state of passiveness. 
The houses offer them leisure activities in which they do not seek 
to "be amused" or "get cultured", but rather to amuse and edu- 
cate themselves. The second objective is to help the young peo- 
ple to understand the world they live in and to find solutions to 
their problems. The last objective is to give the young people 
responsibilities: the management of the house is in their hands. 
The participants organize specialized autonomous committees, 
which appoint representatives who form the house counsel. The 
decisions of the counsel must be approved by the director. 


In France there are 180 'Maisons des Jeunes et de la Cul- 
ture'', two-thirds of which are rural. There are fifteen in Black 
Africa, Algeria and Morocco. The MJC is a legal organization, 
recognized and controlled by the Minister of National Education. 
The movement is now in full swing; many locations are being 
built or furnished at the present time. 


The financial resources of each house are determined by the 
environment: some houses have rooms to rent, others have a res- 
taurant, while some organize commercial sporting or cultural 
events. They also receive various subsidies for their educational 
programs. 


The activities present a great variety from one house to an- 
other. The participants choose and manage them with the aid of a 
director and counselors, who are young people trained in the meth- 
ods of active education, but who act as friends, not instructors. 

In 1958, 18, 854 boys and 11,147 girls participated in the MJC. 































By age boys” girls By occupation boys girls 
Under 14 ... 14% 15% Laborers. ..... 27% 14% 
From 14-17. . 26% 12% Farmers ..... 4% 2% 
From 18-21. . 19% 28% Students ...... 37% 39% 
From 22-25. . 16% 15% Office workers. . . 15% 25% 
Over 25.... 25% 23% Shopkeepers.... 4% 4% 


The "French Federation des Maisons des Jeunes et de la Cul- 
ture'' establishes the houses, controls their moral and financial or- 
ganization, and chooses and trains the directors. 
(FF MJC, 57, avenue de Neuilly, Neuilly-sur-Seine). 













ADDRESSES OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES 
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i\U i COMMISSARIAT A LA JEUNESSE FT AUX SPORTS, 34 rue de Chfteaudun, Paris ler 


[RECTION DES MUSEES DE FRANCE, Palais du Louvre, Pavillon Mollien, 
ir du Carrousel, Paris ler 


HALT COMITE DE LA JEUNESSE Di FRANCE ET DE LA COMMUNAUTE, 58 rue de Varenne, 
Paris Te 


DIRPCTION GENERALE DU TOURISME, 8 avenue de l'Opera, Paris ler 

COMITE NATIONAL DES SPORTS, 4 rue d'Argenson, Paris 8e 

UNION NATIONALE DES CENTRES DE MONTAGNE, 68 rue Pierre Charron, Paris 8e 
FEDERATION DES TROUPES DE THEATRE UNIVERSITAIRE, 6 rue Ferou, Paris Ge 
PYDERATION FRANCAISE DES CINE-CLUBS, 2 rue de 1'Klysee, Paris Se 
JEUNESSES MUSICALES DE FRANCE, 45 rue de La Boetie, Paris 8e 


CONFTDERATION NATIONALE DES GROUPES FOLKLORIQUES FRANCAIS, Palais de Chaillot, 


Varis 16e 

CONSEIL FRANCAIS DES MOUVEMENTS DE JEUNESSE, 92 averme d'Iéna, Paris 16e 
SCOUTISME FRANCAIS, 92 avenue d'léna, Paris 16e 

ASSOC TATION CATHOLIQUE DE LA JEUNESSE FRANCAISE, 14 rue d'Assas, Paris Ge 
CONSFETL PROTESTANT DE LA JEUNESSE, 25 rue Blanche, Paris 9e 

CONSELL DE LA JEUNFSSE JUIVE, 27 avenue de Segur, Paris 7e 


CENTRE NATIONAL DES OFUVRES EN FAVEUR DE LA JEUNESSE SCOLAIRE ET UNIVERSITAIRF, 
19, rue de Bellechasse, Paris 7e 


UNION NATIONALE DES ETUDIANTS DE FRANCE, 15 rue Souf'flot, Paris Se 
FEDERATION NATIONALE DES AUBERGES DE LA JEUNESSE, 20 rue St. Georges, Paris (+ 


CENTRE D'ENTRAINEMENT AUX METHODFS D'EDUCATION ACTIVE, 6 rue Anatole—Delaforge. 
Paris 17e 


UNION FRANCAISE DES COLONIES DE VACANCES, 15 rue de Coulmiers, Paris 14 


UNION FRANCAISE DES ORUVRES DE VACANCES LAIQUES, 3 rue Récamier, Paris 7e 
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VACATION COLONIES 





75% of all French children under 14 years of age go away on vacation. 
Of these 3, 533,000 children, only 33,000 are farm children. Thus 
almost all city children goaway, some with their parents, some to 
visit friends, some with a youth organization and some to a vacation 
colony. Often a child does several of these things in the course of a 
summer. 


By age: 


63% of all children less than 5 years old, 

76% of all children from 5 to 9, 

86% of all children from 10 to 13, 

82% of all children from 14 to 17 go away on vacation. 


How important are the vacation colonies? 





13% of all children from 5 to 9, 
25% of all children from 10 to 13 stay at vacation colonies. 


By professional categories: 





5% of executives' children, 
18% of office workers' children, 
15% of factory workers’ children, 
18% of children whose parents come from other professions, 
21% of children from families without occupation go away to 
vacation colonies. 


In 1959 the vacation colonies welcomed 1, 350,000 children super- 
vised by approximately 130,000 counselors and directors. The 
average stay was a month. 


The vacation colonies are private organizations, sponsored by vari- 
ous groups: large industries, communities, departments, parishes 
and other groups and associations. They are financed partly by the 
group which sponsors them, partly by government aid available on 
request, and partly by a small family contribution (varying with the 
case). Some children receive "bourses de vacance" from the gov- 
ernment, which gives the cost of the child's vacation to the estab- 
lishment where he stays. 


GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY 





In a decree of June 17, 1938, the government stated that "all 
school children are under the protection of the State when they are 
staying away from home." 


afin 








Children of Renault employees at a company-sponsored "colonie de vacance"® 
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The Minister of Education received the responsibility of insuring this 
protection and of aiding in the development of open-air activities. The 
High Commissioner of Youth and Sports is in charge of these pro- 
jects. 


OPENING REPORTS: 





Each establishment, even if it continues its activities from year to 
year, must submit a written report on its equipment, its organiza- 
tion, and its personnel setup two months before its opening every 

year. In each department these reports are examined and verified, 
and in case of violation the establishment is not permitted to open. 


INSPECTIONS: 





The Inspectors'of Youth and Sports and the departmental Directors 
of Health "may at any time enter a camp or vacation colony to in- 
spect the number of participants and the bookkeeping, to check the 
quantity and the quality of the children's food, the comfort of the 
accommodations and the educational value of the camp or colony's 
organization." (Art. 9, law of April 14, 1949). 


Penalties are provided in cases of lapses discovered by the inspec- 
tions. They run from a simple warning to immediate closure, in- 
cluding a prohibition against reopening, and since the new decree, 
in some cases fines and imprisonment. 


REGULATIONS: 





Since the Liberation, several laws have been passed regulating the 
organization of camps and vacation colonies. A new decree has 
just been added to this body of legislation: "Protection of minors 
during vacations and leisure time", January 29, 1960. The law 
applies to all children outside their home; it concerns sanitary 
standards, medical service, material and moral requirements, 
safety, and the qualification of personnel. 


TRAINING OF PERSONNEL: 





There is a State Diploma for counselors and a State Diploma for 
Directors of Vacation Colonies. 


‘There are three requirements for the counselor diploma: 

- The training period, which lasts eight days, consists of classes 
in psychology, pedagogy, and technique and practice in the work 

of the counselor, in residence at a training center. 

- The practice period, which lasts at least 21 days (in a children's 
colony or a camp for young adolescents), is the experimental part 

of the course, in which the counselor's pedagogical qualifications 
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are evaluated by an Inspector of Youth and Sports. 

- The written examination, which the counselor must pass in the 
first semester of the school year following his training. The board 
of examiners, taking these three stages into consideration, decides 
if the counselor is capable of assuming the necessary responsibility 
for the children at the camp. The counselors must be at least 18 
years old. 


Four educational institutions have been approved by the National 
Education administration for the training of counselors: 
The French Union of Vacation Colonies (20,273 trainees in 
the school year 1958-1959) 
The Active Methods of Education Training Center (35, 000) 
The Center for Training Counselors in the Use of Leisure for 
the Education of Youth 
The Protestant Committee of Vacation Colonies 


The three stages in this training attempt to prepare the young man or 
young woman as a teacher for children on vacation. A certain knowl- 
edge of child psychology, of the needs of the child on vacation, of the 
relationships between children and their temporary teachers, an ample 
repertory of games, songs and stories, and a thorough knowledge of 
educational techniques, all help the counselor to be better prepared 

for his task, (1) 


The State Diploma of Director also requires a training period, a prac- 
tice period during which he directs a camp, and a written examination. 
The directors must be at least 25 years old. The following are some 
of the subjects given to candidates in the 1958 examinations: 


"Your counselors have received a theoretical and practical 
training; how in your colony, have you augmented this training? 
Have you completed it taking into account the aspirations of these 
young men and women? Have you tried to enrich their cultural 
and civic training and the areas of character and judgment?" 
(Grenoble) 


"Show how the vacation colony can contribute to awakening the 
child's personality and helping him to express himself, affirm 
and expand himself," 

"Discuss the merits of the campaign against noise and commotion 
in the vacation colonies, and enumerate the measures which you 
have taken to eliminate the undesirable effects of noise in the col- 
where you did your practice work." (Poitiers) 


(1) DURING THE RESIDENT PERIOD, THE COUNSELOR PAYS HIS OWN BOARD. DURING THE 
PRACTICE PERIOD IN THE COLONIES- HE RECEIVES A SMALL REMUNERATION. HE STAYS 
A “COUNSELOR IN TRAININGS UNTIL HE RECEIVES HIS “STATE DIPLOMA’. 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE COLONIES AND THE FAMILY 





- Before the session begins: the counselors get to know the fami- 
lies, and visit the homes. There are orientation meetings. 





- During the session: the parents are invited to visit the children. 
The visits are prepared in advance in such a way as to cause the 
least commotion in the life of the group. The counselors make sure 
that the children write home regularly. Often a weekly bulletin is 
printed by the children and sent home to the families. 





- After the session: the children and their counselors organize a 
party or reunion of the families. The activities, programs, and 
methods are discussed and suggestions are given for the future. 





For many families the colonies are a means of getting acquainted 
with the most modern methods of education, and certain principles 
of hygiene and child psychology, which they might never find out 
about otherwise. The examples presented to them, the conversation 
of the counselors and children, and above all the conviction that the 
colony is not a parent substitute but a help to the parents in educating 
the child; these things enlighten the parents better than books or lec- 
tures could do. 





Ecole Normale d'Education Physique 


Voltaire was born in this chateau, which now belongs to the Ecole Normale 
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THE CONTROL OF PUBLICATIONS FOR YOUTH 





All publications destined primarily for youth are under the surveil- 
lance of a commission, instituted by law July 16, 1949. 


Article 2 - "Publications destined for children cannot contain 
any illustration or story... which presents in a favorable light 
banditry, lying, theft, laziness, cowardice, hatred, debauchery 
or any act of a criminal or illegal nature, or of a kind to de- 
moralize youth or inspire ethnic prejudice." 





Article 3 - 'The Minister of Justice has appointed a Commis- 
sion charged with the surveillance of publications destined for 
youth ". 
"The Commission is responsible for making suggestions to 
improve these publications. It must notify the appropriate 
authorities of infractions of the present law, as well as of all 
actions of the press ia general which might be harmful to the 
child. "' 
In the last ten years the Commission has obtained good results. It 
‘ is made up of representatives of the Family Bureau of the Ministry 
of Health, of illustrators, editors, representatives of youth move- 


ments, parents groups, and parliamentary assemblies. Two high 
officials and a magistrate preside. 





The Commission receives five examples of all youth publications, 
periodicals or non-periodicals: every year it examines close to 2800 
issues. It exercises its authority through persuasion: the editors of 
a criticized publication are called in for a private conversation with 
several members of the Commisagion. When personal contact is im- 
possible or has failed to produce results, the Commission formu- 
lates "recommendations" or "warnings", and in the case of a serious 
infraction, it may take legal action. In consequence of a criminal 
action taken against an editor, the Supreme Court handed down a de- 
cision which gives new force to the law of 1949; to decide whether or 
not a publication presents violence in a favorable way, it is not e- 
nough to determine whether the end of each story or of each episode 
carries punishment for the criminal and victory for the hero: the 
law desires, says the court, that the story be considered regard- 
less of its conclusion: the job of the judge is to discover whether 

by nature, in its general characteristics, the story will healthfully 
satisfy the reader's imagination, or on the contrary, whether it 
could not develop in his personality undesirable instincts and per- 
verse passions. 


Besides its surveillance the Commission is concerned with improv- 
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ing the youth publications. Pressure is put on the editors to respect 
certain principles: 
~- Internal balance, by using different kinds of stories side by 
side, a self-correcting action can be achieved. 
- The necessity of not sacrificing the text to the pictures, of 
maintaining the educational features presented in an attractive 
form, 
- The importance of the presentation, the quality of the paper, 
and the layout of the page, which should have an artistic value. 
~- Respect for syntax, spelling and good language usage. 





The Commission co-operates with the editors for the professional 
training of illustrators and technical workers in children‘s literature. 
It has attempted to go into the problem of violence and its effects on 
the psychology of children: at its request an investigation has been 
made by the Institute of Psychology of the University of Paris. 








"Bookmobile*®" in Tours 
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The Commission has succeeded in alerting public opinion to the 
problem of children's reading matter. All this interest has brought 
additional attention to the infractions of Article 2 of the Law of July 
16, 1949. The editors have formed a national syndicate of publica- 
tions for young people, with a study bureau to improve hese publi- 
cations, and to train qualified illustrators: this union was necessary 
to prevent unscrupulous editors from gathering large profits by cater- 
ing to the instincts opposed by the educators. 


The National Union of Family Associations last year conducted a mi- 

nute examination into children's publications throughout France. The 
results of this inquiry were the object of a report by Maftre Chavrier, 
from which excerpts follow: (from "Pour la Vie", March 1959, no. 76). 





"Whether we like it or not, the child's magazine is an element in a child's 
education, and its authors play an educational or anti-educational role, 
Authors and editors are fooling themselves when they pretend that their 
magazines are made only to divert and not to educate. Diversion is a means 
of education and instruction, and the child's magazines are part of the de- 
velopment and evolution of the child's character, behavior, knowledge and 
judgment. 

A child's publication doesn't have to be presented like a history, physics 
or ethics book: it must be made attractive and offer the young reader a- 
musing stories, adventures and fantasy... but this attractiveness can con- 
tribute to the work of education if the stories and illustrations teach 

the meaning of life and authentic himan values, 


The little elementary moral which gives a clear conscience because the 
wrong-doer is always punished, is clearly insufficient. It is necessary 

to fight banality and mediocrity, to present well designed pictures with 
well constructed intrigues and carefully studied characters, in order to 
form intelligence, taste, judgment and will. The child's magazine is 
necessary to the child, and it would be harmful to forbid him to read it. 
But the role of the family is essential for correcting the magazine's in- 
fluence, The educational action of the parents is of prime influence in 
the way in which the child will choose, understand, and judge his readings." 


It is recommended that editors continue to improve the quality of their 
productions. Besides, the author of the report remarks that any ac- 
tion of the government against anti-educational magazines is difficult. 
The principle of freedom of the press, a judicial dogma undisputed in 


France, leads to too great a hesitation in the application of the Law of 
July 16, 1949. 


It is a question then of a delicate problem which must unite parents, 
educators, editors and representatives of public authority in the same 
action, so that the child's publications do not constitute a "loaded 


package" offered to French youth, but a pleasure which contributes 
to his moral health. 
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PROPOS SUR LA LANGUE FRANCAISE 





LA LIAISON 





La liaison consiste a faire entendre devant une voyelle ou un H muet 
une consonne finale muette; la liaison est obligatoire quand les mots 
forment un groupe étroitement uni par le sens; elle est plus ou moins 
libre quand le lien du sens est plus l&fache. Elle se présente sous 
forme d'usages contradictoires qui sont, en fait, des cas d'espéce, 
Certaines consonnes changent de valeur en liaison : F devient V dans 
Neuf hommes; D devient T : un_grand homme, quand arrive-t-il? S et X 
se prononcent Z : ces _ arbres, dix enfants. Les voyelles nasales ont 
deux prononciations : ANCIJEN et BON se prononcent comme ANCIJENNE et 
BONNE : un_ancien(ne) ami, un bon(ne) enfant. Mais BJEN et ON gar- 


dent leur son nasal : bien aimable, on entend; JN reste nasal : un 
homme. 














Trois cas se présentant : la liaison est obligatoire, facultative, ou 
ne se fait pas. 


1) La liaison est obligatoire ;: 





a) entre le déterminant ou l'tadjectif et le mot suivant : un N 
enfant, ces Z arbres, cent T éléves, le premier R étage, de 
grands Z arbres; 


b) entre le pronom, sujet ou objet, et le verbe ou les pronoms 
EN et Y : ils Z arrivent, je les Z apercois, nous Z y pense- 
rons, nous Z en parlerons; 


c) entre le verbe et le pronom sujet inversé : vient-T il? com- 

' prend-T elle ? ; 

d) entre l'impératif et les pronoms FEN et Y : pensez-Z y, parlons- 
Z en; 


e) entre le verbe @tre et l'attribut ou le complément : nous 
sommes Z amis, il est T en colére; 


f) entre l'auxiliaire et le participe : ils ont T approuveé, elle 
est T arrive; 


g) entre l'adverbe, la préposition, QUAND (adverbe ou conjonction) 
et le mot qui suit : trés Z étroit, trop P étroit, en N automne, 
quand T il parle; 


h) dans la plupart des mots composés ou locutions toutes faites 
Les Z Eaux Z et Foréts, de temps Zen temps, pot T au feu, vis 
Za vis; 


i) entre le relatif DONT et le mot qui suit : un travail dont T 
elle est contente,. 
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2) La liaison est facultative : 





a) entre le nom et son épithéte ou son complément ;: des paroles 
(Z) amicales, un avis (Z) important, des nations (Z) en guerre, 
de pommes (Z) a cidre; 


b) entre le nom sujet et le verbe : tous les citoyens (Z) ont 
vote; ; 


c) entre le verbe et son complément : nous arriverons (Z) A 
quatre heures, vous irez (Z) ensemble; 


Remarque : dans la pratique, on dit sans liaison : un enfant in- 
telligent, un bruit affreux, un rang excellent; mais en faisant 
la liaison : a bras Z ouverts, les auteurs Z anciens, L'hésita- 
tion est donc souvent permise. 


La liaison se fait plus souvent entre l'adjectif et le nom 
qu'tentre le nom et l'tadjectif : on prononcera un savant T aveugle 
pour un aveugle (nom) qui est savant (adjectif), mais un savant 
aveugle, sans liaison, si savant est le nom et aveugle l'ajljectif. 
Il en sera de méme pour : le Premier italien (chef du gouvernement, 
italien est adjectif, sans majuscule) et le premier R Italien qui... 
(Italien étant le nom). 











3) La liaison ne se fait pas : 





a) lorsqu'un mot est suivi d'un- signe de ponetustion ou d'un 
pause dans la parole : malades, ils m'’avaient pu venir; 
b) aprés la conjonction FT ¢: un fdis «* fille ; 


c) devant les conjonctions FT, Ol’ : un «aud +t froid, la paix 


ou la guerre; exceptions : nuit T et ur, en temps Z et lieu 

d) devant ou dans un adjectif nmuméral : ent un, q: tre vingt un, 
le onze enfants (mais le- / enfants...) ; 

e) apres on nom terminé par une | onsonnm nette 3: unm nez «: . 
un bane étroit, un drap épais, un 7 r oon leurs (mais des 
pommiers Zen fleurSeee) § 

f) quand un mot se termine par deux consonnes dont la seconde est 


muette et dont la premiére est un R : un bourg important, vers 


une heure, un hasard etonnant, une mort affreuse; 


g) dans le pluriel des noms composés ou 1'S final ne se fait pas 
entendre : des arcs-en-ciel, des fils a plomb. 


On voii «ue la cuestion de la liaison n'est pas simple; et cette énu- 
meration est ! d'@tre compléte. Les liaisons facultatives se font 
surtout dans la langue soignée, peu dans la langue familiére. On ne 

prononce pas un discours officiel comme on parle dans la conversation. 


Deux défauts contraires sont a éviter : une prononciation affecteée 
(tu désires Z un livre) et une prononciation négligée (il est absent, 
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sans liaison). I1 faut surtout se méfier des "cuirs" et 
entendre des lettres qui n'existent pas : regarder entre 
yeux, vingt Z hommes, il ira T a 1a campagne, 


ne pas faire 
quatre Z 


Remarque : ces prononciations incorrectes ne datent pas d' 4ujour- 


d'hui : dans la chanson célébre "Marlborough s'ten va-t-en guerre, ne 


dit-on pas : j'l'ai vu porter en terre par quatre-Z-officiers? 











Ce passage est extrait de "CODE DU BON LANGAGE", par René GEORGIN, 
pages 105 4 108. Editions Sociales Francaises, 17 rue Viéte, Paris 17e. 
Du m@me auteur, aux mémes é¢ditions : "LE LANGAGE DE L'ADMINISTRATION 

ET DES AFFAIRES". 





Presentation of Britannicus by students of the "Ecole Superieure 
d'Art Dramatique de Strasbourg" 





wie 


Fy 











FRENCH BOOKS IN THE UNITED STATES 





The American Association of Teachers of French provides 
the National Information Bureau, a non-profit Service Bureau for 
teachers of French. The N.I1.B. distributes pedagogical material 
and teaching aids, and attempts to answer questions pertaining to _ 
the teaching of French. Their catalogue of books, booklets, maps, 
song books, filmstrips, postcards, recordings, reprints and mis- 
cellany is available at cost on request (in single copies or in small 
quantities for special meetings). 


For information write to: 
Prof. A. Bégué 
National Information Bureau 
American Association of Teachers of French 
Brooklyn College, Brooklyn 10, New York. 


RECENT BOOKS USED IN FRENCH CLASSROOMS: 





We have received a list of the recent books recommended for 
school use by the Institut Pédagogique National, This list includes 
French Language and Literature, History, Geography and the Arts. 





"FRENCH BOOKS FOR ~_-HOOL LIBRARIES": 


a new publication of the French Cultural Services now avail- 
able for distribution; it gives information on a number of French 
books for children and young ;<cople and includes the names and 
addresses of the publishers. 





FRENCH BOOKS 





Teachers wishing to buy books published in France and not 
wishing to pay for them in francs may purchase them through 
EUROPEAN PUBLISHERS REPRESENTATIVES, Inc., Times 
Tower, New York 36, N.Y. Mr, David I. Hayat, manager of this 
firm, will send sample copies on request. Teachers wishing to 
place bulk orders and get the cheaper rates obtainable by paying 
in francs should write to Mr. Hayat and ask to buy them through 
the DEPARTEMENT ETRANGER HACHETTE, 79 Boulevard 
St. Germain, Paris 6e. The DEPARTEMENT's SERVICE d'AN- 
TIQUARIAT publishes the Catalogue des Editions Epuisées, which 
lists editions supposedly out of print but, in fact, available. The 
SERVICE will also search individually for needed books, charging 
a service fee, quoted individually. 





(From The Modern Language Association of America, Ivory Basement News, No. 28, 
January 1960) 


GETTING TO KNOW FRANCE: by Remunda Cadoux. This 208 page book outline 
Lines the main features of France: France in the modern world, France 

the nation today, the French way of life. It emphasizes those astects 
of France and its culture which are of particular importance for young 
Americans today. Oxford 800k Company, 70 Fifth Ave., New York. 


MADRIGAL's MAGIC KEY TO FRENCH: by ‘Sargarita Madrigal and Colette Dulac. 
This 610 page book contains 48 progressive lessons and a list of Eng- 
Lish words that can be easily converted into French words by merely 
changing or adding a letter... The method is based on the fact that 
every American knows thousands of French words, without being aware 
of 1t... It gives a key to pronunciation on the inside of the covers. 
Doubleday and Company, iInc., Garden City, New York. 


WORKBOOK IN FRENCH - FIRST YEAR: by Eli Blume. This workbook pre- 
sents a combination of review and exercises for the first year French 
student. There are many illustrations and features on art, litera- 
ture, history, science, etc. Amsco School Publications, Inc., 45 
East | 7th St., New York ~ %.Y. Mailing address: Box 351, W.Y.C. 3. 
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L'INITIATION A L'HISTOIRE PAR LE DOCUMENT : by Paul Maréchal. Jn the 
first volume of this work, published in 1956, ‘the author discusses 
the use of documents, monuments, bas-reliefs, stained glass windows, 
mosaics, etc., tn the teaching of history. This second book analyzes 
and comments on history's imagesM frescos, tapestries, stamps, paint- 
ings, photographs, films, money, seals and shields. By the observa- 
tion and analysis of documents of this kind, children can become fa- 

. miliar with many different aspects of history. S.E.¥.P.E.8.. 13 Fue 
du Four, Paris 6e, 


ROLE DE L'HISTOIRE DANS L'ENSEIGNEMENT DES SCIENCES PHYSIQUES: by 

Me le Directeur Général Brunold. Jn this book M. Brunold presents 
the arguments in favor of the historic method of teaching the physi- 
cal and biological sciences. He follows the theoretical section of 
the pamphlet with five examples of lessons treated in detail. 
Published by the S.£.V¥.P.E.N., 13 rue Four, Paris 6e, France. 


LE TEST DE L'ARBRE: by Ch. Koch. Recently translated from the Ger- 
man, this valuable book describes the "Tree Test” of Ch. Koch, a 
method of psychological testing for effective development. The test 
offers the advantage of being extremely simple, of short duration, 
and equally applicable to children and adults. Les Editions Vitte, 
Collection "Animus et Anima". {0 rue Jean Bart, Paris 6e. 


L'ESPRIT ABSORBANT DE L'ENFANT: par Maria Montessori. Translated 
from the Italian by Georgette J-J. Bernard. This book, the most im- 
portant of the works of Maria Montessori, serves to introduce her 
pedagogical and psychological theories. She feels that the child's 
first three years of life are spent "in absorbing the gifts offered 
by his surroundings", hence the title, "L'Esprit Absorbant d'Enfant". 
In this book, which should be read and considered by all pedagogues, 
the author discusses all the questions of interest to those in the 


field of education. 244 Pp. Desclée de Brouwer, 76 bis, rue des 
Saintes-Péres, Paris. 


ANNUAIRE FRANCAIS DE DROIT INTERNATIONAL. This "yearbook" of inter- 
national law has been appearing since 1956; this year special con- 
gratulations are in order for Mme Paul Bastid and the group of young 
international law specialists whom she directed. The Academy of Moral 
and Political Sciences has awarded the book the Prix Dupin Ainé this 
year. It is divided into sections: present-day problems, studies of 
international jurisprudence, notes on international organizations, 
briefer articles on international law of special interest to the French, 
French jurisprudence in regard to international law, and practice of 
international law. 1003 pages. Edited by Le Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique, 13 quai Anatole France, Paris. 
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REPETOIRE DES MUSEES DE FRANCE ET DE LA COMMUNAUTE: published by La 
Direction des Musées de France. This book lists all the French mu- 
seums in alphabetical order, with a geographical and subject index. 
For each museum practical information is given (hours, price of ad- 
mission, regulations), as well as an historical résumé and the name 


of the principal collections. 416 pages. S$.E.V.F.E.N., 13 rue du 
Four, Paris 6e, France. 


“ 


PEDAGOGIE SPORTIVE ET ATHLETISME: by A. Leroy and J. Vives. Pédago- 
gie Sportive et Athlétisme is a work that since its appearance in 
1949 has been accepted with enthusiasm by all physical education in- 
structors. This new edition is supplemented with the results of the 
experiences of athletes and coaches in international sports. 

Ed. Bourrelier, 55 rue St. Placide, Paris 6e, France. 


LA REEDUCATION DES DYSLEXIQUES: by Francis Kocher. Written primarily 
for the specialist, this book will be of interest as well to parents 
of dyslexic children. M. Kocher discusses the dyslexic child from 
the viewpoint of social and school readaptation, with reference to 
the work of Mme Suzanne Borel-Maisonny. 152 pages. PUF, 108 Bvd. 
St. Germain, Paris 8e, France. 


L'ENFANT ET LE METIER SCOLAIRE: SON ADAPTATION: by André Ferré. 

M. Ferré studied the aspects and conditions of scholastic adaptation. 
The child’s needs, difficulties resulting from differences in tem- 
peraments, the diversity of affective reactions, are all analyzed in 
the light of his great experience. Ina period in which the subject 
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of inadaptation - scholastic, social, physical and mental - is draw 
ing more and more attention, this book of M. Ferré will be read with 
interest and profit by parents and educators. 104 pages. Sudel, 

it rue Palatine, Paris 6e, France. 


L' INTELLIGENCE ET LE CARACTERE: by Robert Maistriaux. The ambitious 
experiment conducted in Belgium and the Congo on "students" and "non- 
students” has confirmed the hypothesis formulated ten years ago by 
Professor Maistriaux; that not only is there a correlation between 
character and intelligence, but between character and type of intel- 
ligence, either "generalizing" or "pborticularizing". The "generali- 
zing” mind turns toward speculation and abstraction, it is interested 
in relations between things and between ideas. The "pbarticularizing” 
mind prefers the useful, the practical and the concrete. With this 
distinction in mind, Prof. Maistriaux has studied the stages in the 
direction of the personality. 358 pp. Presses Universitaires de 
France, |08 Blvd. St. Germain, Paris 8, France. 


L'ENFANT ET LE JEU DE L'EXPRESSION LIBRE: by Michel Small. Jn the 
Collection Techniques de l'Education Artistique, Michel Small dis- 
cusses the free expression game, which consist of allowing s1x to 
twelve children, trained by preparatory exercises, to play and ex- 
press themselves freely. This book gives a series of simple steps 
by which these little games may progress after a cycle of twenty 


weeks into a "grand jeu". 83 pages. Delachaux et Niestlé, 32 rue 
de Grenelle, Paris 6e, France. 


PEDAGOGIE DE LA COOPERATION SCOLAIRE: by Georges Prévot. The educa- 
tional value of co-operation among students is the subject of this 
book by Inspector General Prévot. He points out that. the poss1bil1- 
ties of the co-operation have not been sufficiently realized by edu- 
cators. He discusses the necessity of allowing the students to have 
a real hand in the management of their co-operative enterprises, thus 
giving them training in responsibility and democratic processes. 

148 pages. PUF, 108 Bvd. St. Germain, Paris 6e, France. 


ETUDE SUR LA FORMATION DES PROFESSEURS DE MATHEMATIQUES: by G. Mia- 
laret. This study follows the careers of a group of students from 
the ENNA (Ecole Normale d'apprentissage) as they began teaching,and 
compares their success with predictions based on psychological tests. 
M. Mialaret comes to the conclusion that 1) Jt is impossible to pre- 
dict the ability of a teacher before he begins teaching, and 2) This 
kind of predicting, although not applicable to evaluating candidates, 
1t 1s nevertheless useful in eliminating the particularly incapable. 
790 pages. Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 13 quai 
Anatole France, Paris, France. 
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L'EDUCATION PHYSIQUE PAR LA METHODE NATURELLE DE GEORGES HEBERT. 
This book 1s divided into two parts: the first being a tribute to 
Georges Hébert, and the second a discussion of the technique of the 
natural method of thysical education. 202 pages. Fédération 


fran- 
caise d'éducation Physique, 2 


rue de Valois, Paris ler. 


MANUEL ELEMENTAIRE DE PEDAGOGIE GENERALE: by René Hubert and Henri 
Gouhier. The purpose of this book is to present a general discussion 
of various practical problems in teaching. It 1s not concerned with 
hedagogical theories, which are treated in Traité de Pédagogie Géné- 


rale by the same authors. Delalain, 128 Bvd. Auruste Blanqui, Paris | 3e. 


L'ENSEIGNEMENT PRECOCE DE L'ENGLAIS: by J. Lonjaret and R. Denis. 

In this book the authors have attempted to provide a practical guide 
to some of the problems raised by language instruction in the elemen- 
tary grades. As this 1s the time when the child has the greatest 
ability to learn pronunciation correctly, the authors feel that 
ous intelligent phonetic instruction should be begun at this 
institut Pédagogique National, 29 rue d'UIm, Paris 5e. 


Sé@érTrti- 
time. 


LES BOURSES D'ENSEIGNEMENT: by André’ Casteilla. This work of ™M. 
Casteilla fills a long-standing need for full and accurate informa- 
tron on the complicated organization of fellowship programs. It 
tncludes information on the latest decrees passed in 1958 and 1950. 


72 pages. Published by Agence de vente et d'édition, 


59 rue des 
Gobelins, Paris |3e. 


GUIDE DU CANDIDAT AU BACCALAUREAT. INSTRUCTIONS ET PROGRAMMES 1960: 
by R. Echard. M. Echard, director of the Service central du bacca- 
lauréat, has written this little guide to aid educators and cand1- 
dates to conform with the regulations of the decree of August 28,1959 


175 pages. Published by P. Magnard, 122 Bd. St. Germain, Paris 6e, France. 
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AUDIO-VISUAL RESEARCH 





The Status of Research Work at "L'Ecole Normale Supérieure’, Saint-Cloud 





After several years devoted to the study of audio-visual techniques, 
the research section of the audio-visual center has organized its 
accomplishments into three major projects, corresponding to the three 
major contributions to audio-visual techniques. They are: (1) 


MI - The study of problems in learning vocabulary and elocution 
in the native language as well as in a foreign tongue, 


PM2 - The study of the problems of "dramatization" of audio-visual 
materials and increasing the efficiency of the material by 
dramatization, 


PM3 - The contribution of audio-visual techniques to the teaching 
of sciences. 


However, besides these three major projects, the audio-visual center 

is conducting under the B.E. heading (material testing division), a 
series of studies in the schools to examine recent experimental or con- 
ventional audio-visual materials, This examination is based on the 
practical consideration: to what extent does a document fulfill its 
function and objective( what new information is acquired, how was com- 
prehension facilitated, etc...). 


I - Completed Works which have been published; 





Ri - Three experiments using audio-visual techniques to teach the 
natural sciences in elementary grades. 


R2 - Three experiments using audio-visual techniques to teach geo- 
graphy in elementary grades. 


RR - Silent films, sound films, 


Ri - Comparative study of perception of a photo printed on paper 
and an image projected on a screen, 


R5 - Study of the use of records in teaching English. 

R6 ~ Perception of fixed images in varying conditions. 

R7 - Research on educational television (ist series). 

RS - Research on educational television (2nd series). 
R10 - Study of the child's comprehension of cinematographic language. 


Rll - The contribution of the felt bulletin board to the teaching 
of Engl ish. 


Study of certain forms of dramatic educational T.V. programs. 


Ri$ - Study of the educational T.V. program: "Vocabulary." 


{1} exc anos for "PRoseT MAJEUR® 
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R19 - Study of the comprehension of animated filmstrips hy pre- 
school children, 


R20 - Study of the contribution of an historical film, with news- 
reels, to the teaching of history in secondary schools, 


II - Works in progress: 





R9 - Testing teaching films (ist series), 


R17 - Testing teaching films (3rd series). 


R19 - Study of pre-school children's behavior watching animated 
film, 
R22 - Historical study of the development of the teaching film 


in France, 


III - Works being completed: 





R25 - Experiments on immediate comprehension and the role of 


memory in the acquisition of knowledge in schoolchildren, 


R26 - Teaching modern languages: experiments on the legibility 
of slides (problem of the adaptation of the illustration 
to the text). 


R27 -~ Study of characteristics of educational T.V. 

R28 - Study of the value of two series of educational T.V. programs. 
R29 - Elements of an audio-visual pedagogy of expression, 

Rit2 - Experiments on the use of tape recorders in learning recitation, 


IV - Projeets to be studied: 





Ri2 - Preparation of films on "centers of interest", 
Rist - Use of tape recorders in learning modern languages. 


R30 - Profile of the efficiency and the use of films. FEstablish- 
ment of pedagogical utilization indices, Introduction of a 
method of structures and their influence on the organization 
of transmitted information, 


R31 - Contribution of the animated projection to the child's written 
expression. 


R33 - Problems posed by "dramatization" in the educational radio 
programs about history. 


R34 - Study of the contributions of animated films to the teaching 
of mathematics in secondary courses. 
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In reply to questions asked by Judith Nicoll, Anne Medve and Patricia 
Toolin, from Sargent Collece, Boston University, we present a few re- 
marks about the trainino of physical education imstructors in France. (1) 


Psycho-Pedagogical Training of Physical Education Instructors 





For a long time physical education in the secondary schools 
was given by teachers whose only qualifications were technical. 
When the potential educational value of this instruction began to 
be recognized, attempts were made to raise the level of teaching 
to that of the other disciplines. This has been achieved by incor- 
porating into the curriculum such subjects as anatomy, physiology, 
psychology, sociology and general pedagogy as well as such sub- 
jects as teaching methods, etc. 


Before ever being examined for technical ability and physical 
prowess, candidates for teaching posts in P. E. are given an exami- 
nation in general culture which demands, beside a thorough knowl- 
edge of anatomy and physiology, a command of psychology and an 
ability to discuss the main problems in teaching. 


The candidates continue to prepare themselves in these fields 
during their years of study before the final examinations. Psycho- 
pedagogy interests the P, E. teacher in three capacities: as a move- 
ment technician, as an educator, and as a secondary school instructor. 


(1) CANDIDATES MUST HOLD THE BACCALAUREAT: THEY TAKE ONE PREPARATORY YEAR LEAD- 


ING TO AN ENTRANCE EXAMINATION TO THE NATIONAL NORMAL SCHOOLS FOR PHYSICAL 


EDUCATION. THERE ARE TWO SUCH SCHOOLS IN FRANCE: 11 AVENUE DU TREMBLAY, 
PaRiS 12€ (FOR MEN), AND 2 PLACE VOLTAIRE, CHATENAY-MALABRY (SEINE) (FOR 
WOMEN). ApouT 150 STUDENTS GRADUATE EACH YEAR FROM EACH OF THESE SCHOOLS, 


AFTER THREE YEARS OF TRAINING AS RESIDENTS. 
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The study of movement and posture is not exclusively a matter 
of biology. The P.E. teacher must be informed about the general 
principles of learning, the stages in the psycho-motor development 
of the child and the adolescent, and the role of the motor system in 
the development of the personality. The ideas of coordination, la- 
teral predominance, posture, rhythm, etc., which the P, E. te. vh- 
er uses every day, can only be understood in the light of modern 
psychology. 


A teacher's training must help him to establish good contact 
with the children and adolescents, and to evolve a clear picture of 
the objectives of active education. This should be true of all educa- 
tors, regardless of their specialties. 


The Advanced Physical Education Training Schools are the 
logical places for such a training. Student-teachers (who study for 
three years), even those who chose this career because of a per- 
sonal taste for the outdoor life and physical effort, show great in- 
terest in pedagogical problems. These problems have already been 
posed for them in a concrete form during their practice teaching 
and school training. 


The equilibrium achieved by alternating physical and intellec- 
tual activities gives this collective life a particularly relaxed char- 
acter. Such conditions are very favorable to serious work. The 
training of the teacher can then be considered not only as a study of 
pedagogical doctrines and institutions, but also ag a psychological 
preparation for the role and tasks which lie ahead. 


Modern educators must be adequately trained in the techniques 
of psychology and experimental pedagogy so that they will be able 
to follow the studies published in scientific magazines, understand 
the principal of standardization, be able to interpret statistics and 
understand the questionnaire technique. 


The P. E. teacher is finally a secondary school teacher. His 
activity plays its part in relation with those of other teachers in 
other disciplines. The P. E. class and other outdoor activities pro- 
vide an excellent opportunity for the observation of the student. 

The P. E. teacher sees the children in action coping with various 
difficulties in a group situation. The information he can furnish 
on their health, resistance, and social adjustment is valuable to 
the other teachers in enlightening them on many unnoticed aspects 
of the child's personality. 


In many cases the P. E. teacher is called upon to play the role 
of a ''cultural master of ceremonies", in sporting events, day trips, 
and especially in the snow camps and summer camps. He m: 


uit 








make plans for the evenings often using techniques which are actu- 
ally out of his field: singing, drama, reading aloud. It would be 
unfortunate if he practiced them without realizing the esthetic train- 
ing the student receives from other teachers. 


Such a co-operation can only be profitable in the observation 
and training of students if the P. E. teacher is cognizant of the peda- 
gogical problems of secondary teaching, and if he can envisage them 
on the same level as his fellow teachers of French history or mathe- 
matics. 


This then is the importance of the student-teacher being well- 
informed about the spirit, organization, methods and traditions of 
French secondary education, the essence of the humanities, and 
the formation of judgment sought by the various disciplines. 





A "snow school" class takes its afternoon skiing lesson near the 
village of Bons-Oisans in the Alps. 
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The Paris Institute of Advanced Scientific Studies 





The foundation of the Institute of Advanced Scientific Studies at 
Paris was announced in Education in France, No. 4, December, 
1958. This research center is modeled after the Institute for Ad- 
vanced Study at Princeton. Three categories of research workers 
have been established: 

- Professors, appointed for life. They have no teaching duties and 
can give all their time to basic research, Their only obligation is 
a residency at the Institute which is not as long as the university 
year. 

- Permanent "Guest'' Researchers have a status permitting them 
to spend a period of time each year at the Institute. This arrange- 
ment permits them to keep up contacts with research in other 
countries. 

- Visiting Professors stay at the Institute for varying periods of 
time. Researchers whose works are of great interest are invited, 
as well as young researchers whose first works have shown great 
promise and for whom a stay at the Institute would be beneficial. 














Two sections, mathematics and theoretical physics began their 
activities in 1959. The work in the field of mathematics is crga- 
nized around the permanent professors Jean Dieudonné (formerly 

of Evanston) and Alexander Grothendieck; and the permanent 
"Guest" professors, André Weil (Institute of Advanced Study, 
Princeton) and Hans Grauert (Gottingen). 

During the university year 1959-60, Professors Milnor (Princeton), 
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J. Tits (Bruxelles), Hironaka, Chern and Andreotti stayed at the 
Institute. Professors Grothendieck, Milnor and Chern gave con- 
ferences and organized seminars in 1959-60. 


In Nos, 1 and 2 of Mathematics Publications have appeared "The 
Structure of a Unitary Factor Group", G.E. Wall; "On the Closedness 
of Singular Loci", M. Nagata; "Triality and Certain Implied Groups, " 
J. Tits; "The Impossibility of Spectral Synthesis on Non-Compact 
Abelian groups,'' P. Malliavin. The works of Grauert, Grothendieck 
and Mazur are now being printed. 





The permanent visitors in the theoretical physics department are 
MM. Van Hove (Utrecht) and Jost (Zurich), Their work is scheduled 
to begin next spring. The following physicists are invited to the 
Institute for May and June: A.S. Wightmann (Princeton), M. Van Hove 
(Utrecht), M. Telegdi (C. E.R. N.), H. Lehmann (Hamburg), 

D. Kastler (Marseille), W. Zimmermann (Hamburg), L. Michel 
(Paris), G. K#llen (Lund), R. Jost (Zurich), Taylor (Cambridge) and 
Gell-Mann (California). 


New Scientific Review 





The Association for the Expansion of Scientific Research has 
just announced the founding of a new magazine, The Expansion of 
Scientific Research, This review, edited by M. Pierre Auger, di- 
rector of the Exact Sciences Department of UNESCO, will be de- 
voted to treating the principal administrative, economic, social, 
pedagogic and moral problems posed by scientific development. 

It will attempt to present the collective thought of scholars of many 
different countries. Secretariat: 14, rue Lord-Byron, Paris 8e. 








Medical Conference in Paris 





A conference on nephrology was held in Paris May 2, 3 and 4, 
under the auspices of the Necker Hospital, as well as a program on 
current dietetic problems, organized by the Faculty of Medicine and 
the Association of French-speaking Dieticians, March 24-26. 


Summer Sessions for Doctors in Paris 





The Faculty of Medicine of the University of Paris has announced 
this summer's program of courses for foreign doctors, which will be 
held from July 4 to 13. For further information, write to the French 
Cultural Services, "Documentation"; registration will be open till 
June lst at the Paris School of Medicine. 
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The. new School of Sciences in Paris, built where the Wine Market 
stand. Three auditoriums will welcome the students in October 1960, but 
the rest of the school will not be completed before 1961. 


used to 


International Conference in Rome 





The World Union of Organizations for the Safeguard of Youth 
held its first international conference in Rome this spring, from 
April 19-25. The main topic of the conference was "group spirit 
and action in the solution of technical and administrative problems 
concerning the protection of children and adolescents", 


The objective of the conference was first to determine how 
each country has conceived its own organization, and then to derive 
from these experiences means of establishing better co-operation 
towards a more efficient plan of action adapted to the various 
countries and races. 

Secrétariat of the Union: 28 Place St. Georges, Paris Je, France. 
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Work-Camps 





Youth and Reconstruction (Jeunesse et reconstruction), a 
French group which organizes work-camps in France for youth of 
all nationalities and backgrounds, has announced two kinds of camps 
for this summer, construction and grape-picking camps. The pur- 
pose of this organization is not to provide a vacation or a rest, but 
to give an opportunity for volunteers to do worthwhile, active and 
often tiring work. 

Conditions for admission: the only specific qualifications 

for participation in the work-camps are age (18-30), good 

physical condition, a desire to help, and a sense of discipline. 


General rules: 

The volunteer must follow the orders of the person in charge 
and his staff. 

Volunteers are responsible for material and tools given to 
them. 

Political propaganda is forbidden. 

Volunteers are expected to behave in accordance with the 
requirements of community living. 








For further information, write to: Office du Tourisme Universitaire, 
972 Fifth Avenue, New York 2l, N, Y. 


"Summer Schools in France", 1960 





This 40 page brochure is now available at the Cultural Services. 

It includes information about e.-ry school giving summer courses, 
and about tours including study -amps, schools for younger students. 
Practical information on admis. ion, travel, accommodation and a 
calendar of festivals and outsta ading events are also offered. 


New Catalogue 





The Center of Pedagogical Studies has sent us their 1960 catalogue of 
reviews and books. It is divided into sections on monthly reviews, 
quarterly reviews, books on psychology and education, on religious 
training, school problems, teaching methods, the teaching of reading, 
writing and spelling, and a section on various other works. To obtain 
a copy, write to 

Centre d'Etudes Pédagogiques 

14 rue Louis-David 

Paris l6e, France 
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Leisure and the Child 





"Give the child the means and techniques of creativity, but leave him 
absolutely free to express his personality" - these are the aims of 
arts and crafts workshops in Paris: 


The Thursday Academy, where children from 5 to 15 can choose 
between painting, sculpture, cut-outs, engraving, etc. 

The Palette Club, for children from 5 to 15. 

Youngsters' Workshops, for children from 7 to 18. 

The Brush Club. 

The Children's Museum, for children from 8 to 12. Here too the 

child may choose the method of expression he likes best, but also 

every third Thursday is devoted to visiting a museum. 

Apprentice Sculptors. 

Educational Center of Applied Ceramics. 

Junior '"Spring Club", sponsored by the "Printemps" Stores, and other 
activities organized for children. 

French Touring Club. 

The Young Peoples' SPA (Société protectrice des animaux). 

The Thursday Club - Foreign languages studied using new methods. 

Conference-visits. Organized by La Direction des Musées de 
France to provide lectures and visits to galleries. 

Touring, cultural and educational with the ''Connaissance de la France"! 
association. 

Marionette Club, where children are simultaneously spectators, di- 
rectors, and actors. 















































The Marionette Theater of Yves Joly: "Noah's Ark" 
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Educational meetings, called "World Tours" at the Museum of Man. 


The National Secretariat of Historic Monuments, organized tours 
for students. 

The Conference Society - organizes educational tours of museums, 
monuments, and factories. 

The "Young Historians' Clubs" meet one or two Thursdays a month 
in the afternoon from December 4 to March 24. Reserved for 
young people from 12 co 16, the club visits the French History 
Museum. These visits are followed by the showing of a film. 
There is no charge. 














Winter Vacations for young farmers 





The Association agriculture et tourisme has organized a program 
to offer winter vacations to young farm workers. Since the summer is 
the busiest time in the farmer's year, the months of January and Febru- 
ary, which are "off-season", offer an excellent chance for the young 
agricultural workers to get awat to the mountains for a holiday. 





Nantes to celebrate the anniversary of its University 





This year Nantes is celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 
founding of its university, "in the richest city of Brittany", by Pope 
Pius Il. As a symbol of its progressive attitude, the municipality of 
Nantes is commemorating the half-millenium by laying the cornerstone 
of the new School of Science. 


The Problem of Student Mental Health 





A conference organized by La Mutuelle nationale des étudiants 
on the subject "Education and Health" was held this January at UNESCO. 
The question asked by this conference was: "Does education take into 
account the health of the students?'' Among the problems discussed 
were: the most efficient organization of the students' life, the problem 
of the married student, and the student who has to work while going 
to school. 





Young Europe at school 





It is not often that parents themselves form a school to educate 
their children... but that is what happened in Luxembourg in 1953. 
The parents were members of the staff of the European Coal and 
Steel Community, whose headquarters were set up in the Grand Duchy 
in the summer of 1952. 


Since their children represented all five of the community na- 
tions, Belgium, France, Federal Germany, Italy and the Netherlands, 
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the question of their education was a real problem. The solution 
was the establishment of the European School. Unique in Europe, 
the school offers instruction in the four official languages of the 
community, French, German, Italian and Dutch, as well as Eng- 
lish and Latin. Children receive their basic education in their na- 
tive language, and after the primary school they are required to 
study in addition either French or German. 


The European School in Luxembourg, says the 1957 study of 
M. Robert Close and Octave David, is the only one which fully real- 
izes the aims of a genuine European school. "The pupils who leave 
it have not only obtained an education at least equal to that which 
they would have received in their own country, but they have, more- 
over, been able to benefit from a unique course of teaching in for- 
eign languages.'' The authors of this study propose the creation of 
a series of international lycées and the eventual establishment of 
a European system of secondary teaching with the example of the 
Luxembourg School before them. 


Show at the Galliera : "La Jeunesse" 





The Galliera Museum is showing an exhibit of one hundred 
works by contemporary painters and sculptors, on the theme of 
"youth". Art critics, writers, and artists have contributed to the 
catalogue, which contains reproductions of the works on display. 
The exhibit was organized for the benefit of the international retreat 
house for artists. 


Valery Larbaud Collection 





The International Culture Center at Vichy has announced that 
all the printed works, correspondence and manuscripts of Valery 


Larbaud are on exhibit at the Cultural Center Library at Vichy, Lar- 
baud's birthplace. 


The municipality of Vichy is offering fellowships of $100. 00 
(500 NF), to French or foreign students at the Cultural Center who 
would work on Diplomas of Advanced Studies or Doctoral Disserta- 
tions on the life and work of Valery Larbaud. 


For further information write to: 
Centre culturel international de Vichy 
15 rue Maréchal Foch 
Vichy (Allier), France 


It has been announced that a summer school course for foreign 
students, directed by Prof. T. Renucci of the University of Clermont 


(language, literature, history of art, etc.) will be offered from 
July 4 - August 31. 
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Supplement to the Calendar of Conferences in France for 1960 (1) 





April 11-13, Cannes 
Conference of the European Youth Bureau 
April 17-23, Royaumont 
"Dialectic thought and its history" 
April 19-22, Grenoble 
International Metallurgy Conference 
April 20-21, Paris 
Meeting of the Executive Counsel of the International African 
Institute 
April 28-30, Rouen 
Fourth International Conference on dyes and coloring mate- 
rials 








April 30 - May lst, Paris 


Tenth General Assembly of the International Federation 
of Catholic Physical Education 


Conference of International Schools 
May 5-6, Paris 

4lst Congress of the International Fencing Federation 
May 27-29, Lourdes 

First International Movement of Rural Catholic Youth 
July 31-August 7, Paris 

Congress of the Modern History Society 

Conference on the Teaching of Physics 
September 5-10, Evian 


Fifth International Symposium on the microbiology of non- 
alcoholic drinks 





(1) SEE EDUCATION IN FRANCE, No. 9, PAGE 51. 
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French-American Cultural Exchange 





The Society for French Historical Studies and the Société 
d'Histoire Moderne take pleasure in announcing a Colloquy on 
French and American History to be held in Paris, July 1-3, 1960. 
Headquarters for the Collogquy will be the office of Professor Jean- 
Baptiste Duroselle, Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques, 
27 rue St-Guillaume, Paris 7e. 


Chairman: Miss B.F. Hyslop 
Hunter College, Dept, of History 
695 Park Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 


The program has been prepared with a view to interesting 
both French and American membership, French history special- 
ists from other countries, and all those interested in American 
history. Texts of papers will be provided both in French and Eng- 
lish and brief oral translations will be given. 


The program includes: "French, Atlantic and Western Revo- 
lutions", "France looks at America", "Franco-American Relations 
during the Second Empire", "Historical Studies during the 20th 
Century". The authors of these reports are outstanding American 
and French university professors. 


Series of Dlustrated Lectures 





Something new in audio-visual presentation has been develop- 
ed by Cultural History Research, Inc. French Civilization as re- 
flected in the Arts, a program of thirty illustrated lectures, offers 
a panoramic coverage of nearly two thousand years of French civi- 
lization revealed through works of art. 








In addition to printed texts and tape-recorded narratives (in 
French and English), notes, texts and music, bibliographies and an 
index to the slides are provided. This series was prepared by 
Agnes Humbert, honorary curator of the National Museum of France, 
For a free examination of the lecture program Versailles and its 


influences, write to Cultural History Research Inc., Harrison l, 
New York, 
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VERSAILLES - "Le Parc, un bassin" 





"FRENCH DOCTORAL THESES" 


"DOCTORAT ES-LETTRES" 


January 30, 1960. Robert CORNEVIN 
Principal Thesis: "History of the Peoples of Black Africa" 
Complementary Thesis: 'The Bassari of Northern Togoland. 
The history of the populating of the Tobaté Language Regions 
of the Bassari Circle (Republic of Togoland)" 


February 6, 1960. Jean MAYER 
Principal Thesis: "Diderot, Man of Science" 
Complementary Thesis: 'Diderot, Elements de Physiologie, 
a critical edition with an introduction and notes" 





February 13, 1960. Moise LE YAOUANC 
Principal Thesis: 'Maladies in the Characters of Balzac" 
Complementary Thesis: ''The Physiological Explanation of the 
Moral in the 19th Century" 


March 5, 1960. Oliver BRUNET 
Principal Thesis: "Essay on David Hume, Literary Critic and 
Esthetician" 
Complementary Thesis: 'William Hogarth - the Analysis of Beauty - 
Introduction, translation, and notes" 





March 12, 1960. André MUSSAT 
Principal Thesis: "Gothic Architecture in the West of France in the 
XIIth and XIIIth centuries" 
Complementary Thesis: 'The Geography of Monuments in the Re- 
gion of the Western Loire - Study of Geographical Factors in 
the History of Architecture" 


April 29, 1960. Dominique ZAHAN 
Principal Thesis: 'Bambara Initiation Societies - The n'domo - the 
Koré" 


Complementary Thesis: 'The Dialectic of the Verb among the 
Bambara" 


April 30, 1960. Paul VICAIRE 
Principal Thesis: "Plato, Literary Critic" 
Complementary Thesis: "Study of Words designating Poetry and the 
Poet in the Works of Plato" 


May 7, 1960. Daniel LABEY 


Principal Thesis: "Separating Words in Isocrate (Particles and vari- 
ous Expressions)" 


Complementary Thesis: ''The Asyndition in Herodotus" 
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May 14, 1960. Pierre CHAUNU 
Principal Thesis: "Seville and the Atlantic (1504-1650) - Charac- 
teristics of the Spanish and Spanish-American Atlantic" 
Complementary Thesis: 'The Philippines and the Iberian Pacific 
(16th, 17th and 18th centuries). Methodological introduction 
and activity indices" 
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May 28, 1960. Gabriel MANESSY 
Principal Thesis: "Morphologie of the Name in bwamu (bobo-oulé), 
Bondouky dialect" 
Complementary Thesis: "Daily Tasks and Seasonal Work in the 
Bwa Country - Texts and commentaries" 


“"DOCTORAT D'UNIVERSITE" 


January 25, 1960. René SAINT-LOUIS 
Thesis: "Juxtaposition and Cultural Fusion in Haiti" 


March 5, 1960. Hassan MOSTAFA ANIS 
Thesis: "The Islamic religious groups and the Christian religious 
group - their exchanges, their conflicts, and their mutual 
influences - a sociological study" 


March 5, 1960. Rassoul KOLAHI 
Thesis: "Comparative study of two rural cities in Iran and France: 
Ardebil and Etampes" 


‘March 7, 1960. Kamber EL-TAWEEL 
Thesis: "Romain Rolland, novelist" 


March 16, 1960. Mahmoud MAHDAVI 
Thesis: "Psychological aspects of the teacher-child relationship 
in Iran" 


March 21, 1960. Ali ASGHAR MOHAGHEGH 
Thesis: "A comparative study of two small rural health resorts 
in Iran and in France: Khoy and Forges-les Eaux" 


March 22, 1960. Satish KAPOOR 
Thesis: "The theory of logic types in Bertram Russell and its 
significance in contemporary logic" | 





March 29, 1960. Saroit OKACHA 
- Thesis: "Ibn Qutayba: Kitab-alMa'arif - Critical edition and 
introduction" 
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April 23, 1960. Bimalananda SASMAL 
Thesis: The Vedanta and the Regulative Ideas of Contemporary 
Science" 


April 26, 1960. Mario OTERO 
Thesis: The Contribution of Boole and De Morgan to Formal Logic, 
with an Appendix on two Precursors of Logical Calculus: 
Castillon and Gergonne" 


May 6, 1960. Maurice BELLET 
Thesis: "The Philosophy of Vocation" 


May 7, 1960. Marianne CERMAKIAN 
Thesis!'A Political and Literary Friendship: Madame de Maintenon 
and Princess des Ursins" 





Summary of the Doctoral Thesis of Robert Mucchielli, submitted 
to the Sorbonne, April 18, 1959, '"Doctorat d'Etat" 


THE MYTH OF THE IDEAL CITY 





The author studies first the different forms of human protest and makes a 
psycho-soctological analysis of revolt, of the dream of the free city, of social 
Utopias, and of revolution, showing that all of these forms of protest are in- 
spired by the "myth of the ideal city”, a confused aspiration towards a perfect 
human world. He then presents the phenomenology of the regenerated city and 
shows that 1t consists of a transfiguration of the social relation, each citi- 
zen being 1n essence a fellowcitizen, that is, it has become a social relation 
pure and simple. He demonstrates that the moral life is nothing but this inte- 
gral socialization and first attacks and then discusses sociological systems of 
knowledge, to replace them with a new rationalism. Finally, he analyzes the 
negative forces which in our world constitute the obstacles eternally arising 
against the realization of the perfected human city or the universal human 
community and shows the existential human limits, as much on the sociological 
plane as the historical and psychological. In passing he shows the futility 
of trying to reduce the myth of the ideal city to sociological, ethnological, 
historical and psychological data, and attacks relativism in all its forms. 
This theory, the relational integral theory, which provides a new basis for 
the sociology of co-operation, is opposed to classic relativism as well as to 
Marxist historical method and the sociological theory of knowledge. 


vii 





Summary of the Thesis of Mr. René St-Louis, submitted to the Sor- 
bonne, January 15, 1960, for the degree of Doctorat de l'Université 
de Paris. 


CULTURAL JUXTAPOSITION AND FUSION IN HAITI 





In this study the author has attempted to take imentory of the elements in the 
Haitian culture and to see if an original culture has evolved in this tsland cruci- 
ble where Amerindiens, Africans and Europeans met. This attempt at synthesis is the 
result of research using all the documents and works available in Paris. 


A million Indians lived in this American island under a federal form of govern- 
ment; they were artists who led a peaceful life up to the time of Columbus. The 
race since disappeared and was replaced by the Negro. The survivors blended with 
the African element. The Indians are gone, but their culture did not disappear with 
them; it was inherited by the Negroes. 


The author discusses the contributions of the Spanish and French civilizations, 
and after 1915, the North American, as a "universal culture", which restrained the 
development of a national Haitienne culture. Some intellectual Haitians have imi- 
tated Western culture, but, says the author, the people are the main source of knowl- 
edge for @ sociologist, and he has joined the movement headed by Price-Mars: which 
draws upon the Haitian past, 2 past which remains a living source for thought. This 
return to Haiti's past has led to the rehabilitation of the African element, with 
the auareness that the Negro has contributed to the culture and civilization of a 
continent which was built with the help of many ethnic groups. 


The author discusses the language of the Haitian people: Creole. It is 
French, changed by the corruption of certain words and influenced by the Indian 
and African dialects. He also points out the synthetic quality of the popular 
religion, Voodoo. The African religion has preserved the objects of the Indian 
art and cult, it has absorbed Catholicism, and the gods or saints can be white, 
black or Indian. The people practice Voodoo and at the same time consider them- 
selves good Christians. The author sees in this a sign of cultural fusion. 


In conclusion, the author sees Haiti as an example of a culture which has 
evolved while preserving its patrimony, constantly changing in accord with the 
multiplicity of its contributors. 
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Summary of the Doctoral Thesis of Robert Cornevin, 'Adminis- 
trateur en chef de la France d'Outre-mer ", submitted January 30, 


1960. 


HISTORY OF THE PEOPLES OF AFRICA SOUTH OF THE SAHARA 





The history of Africa south of the Sahara until the arrival of the Europeans 
has never been attempted in its entirety until now. African history before the 
Europeans had been up to now considered as a branch of ethnology. This thesis 
attempts to show that this branch of world history can be considered as a real 
sctence, and can make its contribution to our knowledge of the past of various 
people who live in Africa south of the Sahara, 


This work, containing more than 700 pages and including 16 maps and 16 photo- 
graphs, is divided into twenty chapters belong to three large subdivisions. The 
first subdivision (data, principles, methods and various aspects of African his- 
tory) 1s devoted to general ideas. A chapter about _sources shows their diversity 
and relative importance. Prehistory takes stock of our information, and primi- 
tive peoples discusses the different hypothesis concerning this problem. Migra- 
tions attempts to present in a rational way an important phenomenon of African 
protohistory. Foreign influences studies the relative importance of Mediterra- 
nean, Oriental and Arabian contributions, and African civilizations are examined 
as to their real importance in the historical context. 











This thesis proposes the division of Africa into thirteen historical areas, 
of which one, the Peule province, has incorporated parts of three others. The 
second part concerns West Africa, and after a glance at the country, historical 
data, first inhabitants, the hegomonies of Nigerian Sudan, the peoples and 
kingdoms of Middle Nigeria and the Volta, the kingdoms of Tchadien Sudan, the 
Peules, the peoples of the coast of West Africa east of the Gold Coast, the 
Ivory Coast, and Southern Liberia are discussed. 











The third part describes the rest of Africa (East Africa, Equatorial and 
Central Africa, and Southern Africa), which occupies a much larger area but is 
scarcely more populated. After a quick survey of Ethiopian history, the histo- 
rical importance of Oriental Sudan and the Nilotes is discussed. Then the 
people of the lake regions, Fast Africa (roughly including Kenya and Tanganyika), 
the peoples of Equatorial and Central Africa, the people of Zambesi and Angola, 
and finally the peoples of Southern Africa. 


Certainly the second and third parts are mainly a history of events, but 
the author says, it is a reaction against the working methods of the majority 
of Africanists who build theories on insufficiently proved or inexact facts. 
This book presents the main sources of strength and of weakness in African his- 
tory and constitutes the first honest summary of our knowledge of the history 
of Africa before the arrival of the Europeans. 
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